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Srimad VedantadeSika prArthanAshTakam
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ADDITIONAL INTRODUCTORY NOTES BY SRI V.SATHAKOPAN (VS)Z

Srimad VedAnta Desika prArthanAshTakam has ten slOkams and it has been
composed by Sri KumAra VaradAchAr, the son and Sishyan of Swamy Desikan.
Here, the Sishyan prays for asancala bhakthi (unswerving devotion) fo the
sacred feet of His AchAryan and Father as well as undiminishing bhakthi
towards all bhAgavathAs who have taken refuge under his AchAryan's sacred
feet. He prays that he does not ever incur any BhAgavatha apachAram. KumAra
VaradAchAr declares that Swamy Desikan's sacred feet are his protection
here, there and everywhere. In this ashTakam, there is a rare Vigraha dhyAna
MangaL AsAsana slOkam after the Phala Sruthi slOkam.
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S10kams and Commentaries
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SrI VedAnta deSika Taniyan
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SrImAn venkaTanAthArya: kavitArkikakesarI |

vedAntAcAryavaryO me sannidhattAm sadAhrudi ||
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SrI KumAravaradAcArya Taniyan
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i Qum(mai:
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY SRI V.SATHAKOPAN (VS)I

The ashTakam starts with a moving prayer by KumAra Varadhar to his
AchAryan, Swamy Desikan (tryaee cUDA guru). He recognizes his AchAryan as
his Lord and Master (SvAmi) and salutes him as the ocean of Mercy
(krupAmbhOrASi). Oh SvAmin, who is fond of those, who has sought Your
sacred feet as protection (AaSrita Vatsala)! Please hear adiyEn's plea and

prayer (mAmakeenam vijn~Apanam tvayA SrOtavyam).
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99 A HgT A1 gUeaw ] ||

trayyantArya bhavatpAda pankeruhajushAm satAm |
svayam mayi sadA bhUyAt anugrha paramparA ||
Qum(m,6it:

(Bmgrrrég.rr@mm(&]! CxpoufmemLw S\ 6Ulg F B TLO 6D J 65 W & 6h FIOTHLI

updlesr  CUNCwmTHsMeaT  HMmemuU g CuENLH IS0  TUOUTIRHID  FHreTTs Gou
Cxrerm Coussr(HLd.

Oh VedAnta DeSika! May the dayaa of all those BhAgavathAs, who have sought
Your lotus feet as Their refuge, manifest on us always spontaneously.
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY VS:

For one who has performed Prapatthi at his AchAryan's sacred feet, two things
have to be avoided at all costs:

» Worship of other devAthAs in place of the ParadEvatha, Sriman NarAyaNan

o Noncommittal of apachArAms to the BhAgavathAs of BhagavAn and one's
AchAryan. Here KumAra VaradAcchAr prays for freedom from
BhAgavathApachArams, which can nullify one's Prapatthi.
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SLOKAM 3

Mg g FrRawaR | |

SrIsamyamIndra siddhAnta nidhirakshaika deekshata ! |

hiyatam kuru dAsam mAm sarvatantrasvatantral t€ ||

E ford T I A FeadesadeT | d |
E Qum(m,6i:
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY VS:

AchArya RaamAnujar is the YathirAjar, who blessed us with His magnum opus,
SrI BhAshyam, the matchless commentary on Brahma Soothrams of
BaadharAyaNa. Sri BhAshyam laid the foundation for VisishtAdvaitha
SiddhAntham and established rigorously the true meanings of Upanishad-based
Brahma Soothrams. Goddess Saraswathy was immensely pleased with the
kaimkaryam of AchArya RaamAnuja and named his commentary (BhAshyam) as
SrI BhAshyam.

The detailed and critical study of SrI BhAshya is a must for all Sri
VaishNavAs. Many commentaries have been written on SrI BhAshyam. One of
them is Srutha PrakAsika by Sri Sudarsna Bhattar, a disciple of SrI BhAshya
simhAsnAdhipathy, Sri nadADUr AmmAl, whose PrAchAryan was Bhagavath
RaamAnujA Himself. Swamy Desikan saved Srutha PrakAsikA at risk to his life
and took it with him to Sathyagalam as he escaped from the horrors of the
Muslim invasion of Srirangam. In his life time, Swamy Desikan performed
KaalakshEpam on SrI BhAshyam for atleast 30 times and made sure that this
tradition continues to this day. Further through many of His SrI Sookthis
(adhikaraNa SaarAvali, adhikAra Sangraham), Swamy Desikan taught us in so

many ways about the SaarAmsam of Sri BhAshyam.
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SLOKAM 4

T HFcE, Hoedd, TGS g |

TGS fefed agarardad | 7

jn~Ana bhaktyAdi satsampat pradAyinyA anukampayA |
syAdasAviti veekhsasva vedAntAcAryavaryal mAm ||
Qum(m,6i:
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Best among AchAryAs! Please cast Your benevolent glances on us!
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY VS:

NayinArAcchAyar addresses his AchAryan here as the best among
VedAntAcAryAs (VedAntAcArya varya) and seeks His anugraham to gain the
wealth of faultless Jn~Anam and firm bhakthi and begs Him (Swamy Desikan)
to cast His benevolent glances on him with the affirmative thought that he
(the sishyan NayinArAcchAryan) is the first among those deserving such a
redeeming AchArya KaTaaksham.

Jn~Anam and Bhakthi are not regular sampath (wealth) that comes and goes
like cattle and property; instead Jn~Anam and asancala Bhakthi are "Sath-
sampath" (precious and auspicious, undecaying wealth). With the possession of
the Sath-sampath of Jn~Anam and dhruDa Bhakthi, the sins of the mind are
chased away. Sin is the greatest impediment against leading an auspicious life.
Our AchAryan intercedes for us fo chase away these sins (Paapam, amhas, enas
and agha) since that AchAryan understands very clearly the powerful Rg Veda
Mantram I.189.1:

T T GO T S et 3 agHT gL

[aNEIN aNiaN

JATESTEUUTHAT IS o AHSTh &6

agnE naya supathA rAyE asmAn viSvAni dEva vayunAni vidvAn |
yuyOdhyasmajjhurANamEnO bhUyishThAm tE nama uktim vidhEma ||
Meaning:

"God alone knows our actions, good or bad (as antharyAmi) and hence can lead
us on the path of righteousness; we shall have to struggle constantly with our
crooked sins; to that Lord of ours, our most respectful regards and reverences

are directed". For true sishyAs of SadAchAryaas, the devotion to their
AchAryAs is like that of Madhura Kavi: "thEvu maRRaRiyEn" (I do not know of




any god other than my achAryan) and therefore the AchAryan is the ultimate

: shelter, final resort and final atonement (Yajur Vedam VII.20). Therefore,
KumAra VaradAcchAr prays that his AchAryan's karuNA KaTaaksham fall on

: him.
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SrIvenkateSa ghaNTaatman ! yatIndra saThajitpriyal |

rahasyatrayasArOkta nishThAm SreshThaAm prayaccha mE ||
Qum(m,6i:
B\ L0 BVLOT 60 SH\(H Loasnwmul Fp o % oursGHmull 6TLD GILI(T,) LOM 63T T (T, 3 (F LD,

mwmpaurmE@Gw OfwwrearaCr! Wes sansdwusuevrysh S g piul L WBsF
FpnH BlagsmLmw g Cwsmis @ 1w arGausm (HIb.

MOTH FBLD ¢

ey Sy FITWTHEL B 6umpl HMHEILDHHBH BID  DIAVBHHECHID. 60
oosumdl CHFsaneor eumpl Smporww B ASHYSW, auGleumm, suiflsm wujd
HONDHBHHNUTEH T(HDHH MUTHWISSHBH DG 2 uCwrHlHFHI Qsmaier Cougyiid.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY VS:

The prayer to his AchAryan here is to grant him the boon of the most revered
code of observance as a prapannan elaborated in Srimath Rahasya Thraya
Saaaram, the magnum opus of Swamy Desikan. The three endearing Vaazhi
ThirunAmams used by KumAra VaradAcchAr here are:

o SrI VenkatEsa ghaNTaatman

e YatIndra Priya and

o SaThajit Priya
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Swamy Desikan is the incarnation of the small bell used in the AarAdhanam at
Lord VenkatEsA at Thirumala. He is therefore the GaNTAvatAran. The pealing
of that divine bell chases away the arguments of Paramatha Vaadhins. KumAra

Varadhar addresses his AchAryan here with the first of the three Vaazhi
ThirunAmams: "SrI VenkatESa ghaNTaatman".

The abundant devotion that Swamy Desikan has come out as the second Vaazhi
ThirunAmam, "YatIndra Priya". Swamy Desikan was born 131 years after
AchArya RaamAnuja ascended to Parama Padam. Swamy Desikan always had the
desire to have lived in times of Bhagavath RaamAnuja and be His sishyA. Since
it was not chronologically possible, Swamy Desikan cast himself in the role of a
sishyA of AchArya RaamAnuja in Sankalpa SooryOdhayam and improvised a
lengthy dialog with the PerumbhUthUr Vallal, YathirAjar. Thus arose the
second Vaazhi ThirunAmam: "YatIndra Priyar".

The third Vaazhi ThirunAmam is: "SaThajit Priya". Swamy Desikan's reverence
for the aruLiccheyalkaL of Swamy NammAzhwvAr's dhivya Prabhandhams is
legendary. Twice at Srirangam and Kaanchi, he defended the sacredness of
these Tamil Prabhandhams and established that they are on a par with the
Sanskritic VedAs and was rewarded both times by the archA Moorthys of the
two dhivya dEsams. Further, Swamy Desikan created Taathparya RathnAvali

and DramidOpanishad Saaram to reveal his reverence for Swamy
NammAzhwAr's ThiruvAimozhi. With this in mind, KumAra VaradAcchAr
addresses his AchAryan as "SaThajit priya".




SLOKAM 6

o o N\
CACHIASAR AT | T FAIRH: |

tvatkrtishvAgamAntAryal samyak krtapariSramai: |

nityayOgO mahAbhAgai: tvadekAntibhirastu na: ||

Qum(m,6i:
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P wempwys  CHudls el CraufmemLw H{ITOHAT maI@&E  BHOHMH(HLD,
: CxaffemnCu  HehFOuainmy QmUiusamurdu  QuNCuriksnsr  CFidksem
D oy Cumid@ saEimid @mEbs CoussiHib.
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: QB o Govmas B 35160 @ LOT6UY H T F FTTWmi o5 LI6B0T 19 F T35 61T\ 65T

P WHWEISHmS  Cousmi(houghl  aoamdl  CHwRlENST  ugavur  ablem Haglsmid
: uMavGrae®  mMbd  affiHGHw  aardlm JISavHudbHar  aufleam  GHTUSL
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: ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY VS:

: KumAra VaradAcchAr seeks the sathsangam of the learned sishyAs of Swamy
Desikan, who have sought refuge at the sacred feet of Swamy Desikan as their
: AchAryan. He prays for the boon of association with those noble and learned
ones, who have dived deep info the SrI Sookthis of Swamy VedAnta Desikan.
: The First Brahma Tantra ParakAla Swamy was one such suhrudh, who was older
! than NayinArAcchAyar and was very learned about Swamy Desikan's SrI
: Sookthis. They were together serving Swamy Desikan for many years at
Sathyagalam and Melkote. KanthAdai LakshmaNAcchAr was another such




learned sishyA of Swamy Desikan. KumAra VaradAcchAr seeks out the company
of such great vidvAns knowledgeable about Swamy Desikan's SrI Sookthis and

reveres the Vaibhavam of his AchAryan.
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SLOKAM 7
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kadApi kvApi kenApi kavitArkikasimhal mAm |

SrIkAnta tatparAcAryeshu aprasaktAgasam kuru ||
Qum(m,ai:

! Bellsurd) Fs1 5 Cuo! sTUQUT (R FHID 6T LD 6ToU6M B B BSILD
: o Cwsr  TLOUMmLITANL S HWID  SIUSTIEWTTHMTET S FITWITSH ML S FeILd
P BDOPBEBTHuBITHF CFiiHmen Gousmi(HLb.

PO\ F: ¥ STY:

P QB wGurs S S0 avaumdl CHwRlBaNGT BTN SHem HU  LITTDH HlbE DT
P GruISTFETNurT. Caib USMSUFTT UTSHMUSTUFTT  UBHSTUFTIIS...0
: aviteuns  9ICweap H:  Fploavel  TETN)  USMS  UTORWSTIT G IEISBTS 6l
: LOMID  WKssrFAumMer  Smealgaurgridsensd OITisSBHHenH il Cu
2 eosumd) G ol 61 S\ 6UIg AUTTEI S ATI60 DIHINVE BHH BT, 6TLD
i QU LT S S, T2t BlSHwd  HWrsstHH0  ADILMDFHI  D6U6T
| SIISTANSH® S QU pFTTUTSMLSHID OS5NBEEHT QHNuTeTCsom @& MmId
| QFIWT AW, S H%0 (it S B S,

: ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY VS:

: Oh Lion among poets and logicians! Please bless me to be free of trespasses
: (apachArams) against the Lord and His BhAgavathAs at all times and places as
: well as in any form.

In the utthara-kruthyAdhikAram chapter of Srimad Rahasya Thraya Saaram,
Swamy Desikan emphasizes the need for sathsangam and sallAbham with
: Brahma Viths, who are very knowledgable about Sri BhAshyam:
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prapanna: santOshArtham adhyAtma vidyAm sadbhi: muhu: vimruSati, svAdu-
: suvyAhutAni nityam brUtE.

Prapannan’s life in the post-Prapatthi period consists of listening and discussing
: with the learned ones SrI BhAshyam for enhancing his joy; he also enjoys the
nectarine aruLiccheyalkal of AzhwArs in the company of the ParamaikAnthis.
: The reason for seeking the boon of sambhandham with BhaagavatAs of
BhagavAn is given by Saathvatha Samhitha:

| I Tl ggeaed IS |
oS Y = [V oY
gl T @ e s |

yasyAnubhava paryantA buddhis-tattvE pratishThitA |
taddhrushTi gOcarA: sarvE mucyantE sarvakilbishai: ||
Meaning:

Any one who become objects of KaTaaksham of those standing as the limits of

: tattva Jn~Anam and Bhagavath anubhavam will be freed of all of their sins.
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VI G HSE ZROT 9] ||

SrImad venkaTanAthArya ! tvadeeya caraNadvayam |

bhatvatra paratrApi madeeyam SaraNam sadA ||

Qum(m,6i:

BmCoumisLBIHE st &GmGal ChafimemLw  Smoangsar Qs HILd
N CwmIHFH @QBBElvaBIMIL MTDIVEIWID LbeoTs Goausmr (HILb.

a6 &b I 2

T OUM LTl MUMTOSTIRISATID HHLF  JauBbmiw (HOBHG  Wpodr)
B GRS (L WISl SHawrausngwn. gl Cursd Y FTTWTHATN HemL 5
SIUFBTJLD S, Coumi L sm I 6t DI HTAD F> T 60 USHMND B
H(HOENWTPTTNET  UBIID.  HETTL  aoaumdl  CHudlEweTsr IS, 6ulg 5
UDMILITEELHG —avaumdl  CHudlesar  gesnwmil @ mEBHI  LINiTSH S Si.
9 FTTWsTL LM HIWsuT %5 6, & 3 Comamp 1D 35\ 6551 65T LD TG LIED B B
T MIBBIMH QBHLU LFTTSH B %01,

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY VS:

Oh SrI VenkaTanAtha AchArya Saarvabhouma! May I be blessed to have Your
pair of sacred feet as a refuge in this and the other world! In Sishya
KruthyAdhikAram of Srimath Rahasya Thraya Saaram, Swamy Desikan
instructed us about the need for Sishyan to have kruthjn~athai (gratefulness)
to His AchAryan and remember as a Kruthavith, the great upakAram performed
by the SadAchAryan to him. Swamy Desikan speaks about the need of the ideal

Sishyan to have "ITRITIS ﬂ"é‘-ll?ht I chQi(-lllrr\i 3M&: - aSithila Gury bhakti




and tat praSamsa Seelatvam" (undiminishing AchArya Bhakthi and capacity to

: praise the Vaibhavam of that AchAryan). KumAra VaradAcchAr was one such
ideal Sishyan and as such prays for the protection of his AchAryan's Thiruvadi
2 in this and the other world.

In another passage of Srimath Rahasya Thraya Saaram, Swamy Desikan points
: out that Upanishads state that MOksham is made possible through the good

fortune of having a SadAchAryan (3WT€I%|T'|"‘3IT et e AcAryavattayA

: mOksham Amananti). The Sishyans understand that AchAryan's sacred feet are

their sole refuge here and in the upper world (R&8HA ¥ dc“l@ Bl %'I'SIIW l%@:

- iha amutra ca tatpAdau SaraNam DesikA vidhu:).
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AT TS bR o |
sAdaram vyAharannetat pratyaham prArthAnAshTakam |

vedAntAcArya pAdAbja bhaktirAtnAkarO bhavet ||
Qum(m,6i:

‘TS ST L s sTaim o1l wCunesmisen QBmssiL @QBHITAY ST L 6T
St CFmebusaisar WEHWEaT  BmaugsaNed  Blownst LS Sleowll
Qumisumias e,

a6 &b I 2

QBxp Ll ComsmiBnd CHBTmIL @BFH  OITTHHOITOLL S  LITFTW6STLD
apwodbd  avamdiulleal  Fopwis@E,H@GHW WHMID  FOFTIH B0 2 1peaTm]
S LOUGL UBBTHEOLBGHW FITWSNST JDIBIADH®» B QuDMISH  HWLd.
<315 6BTMT60 LIJLO S5 IT (T, 6557136 65T M 65T LIT 35 61 B LW 65T I 65T 6TO GlL(, Lom vt 3 601
UTHAVMOWTS)  (GHOIBIBANMT  DIBIADH®FH T UIPEIGUT6T  6T6TLISI60

SHieMytd 6o G H1Dl602%v.
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY VS:

Aapasthambha Soothram instructs us "dEvamiva AcAryam upAseeta" (Meditate
on AcAryan as you would BhagavAn). SaanDilya Samhithai states that it is
impossible to do prathyupakAram to the SadAchAryan, who has blessed us with
Brahma VidhyA. Even the powerful dEvAs can not succeed in such efforts. In
spite of it, the sishyan should make a samarpaNam to his AchAryan YathA
Sakthi. One such samarpaNam is creating and presenting an eulogy for that
AchAryan in the spirit of AchArya Prasamsai. KumAra VaradAcchAr created
this PrArthAnA ashTakam in this context and placed at the sacred feet of his
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Satyagalam

" - Swami Desikan -

(Thanks:Sri.lakshminarasimhan Sridhar)
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"dEvamiva AcAryam upAseeta

Father and AchAryan.
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SLOKAM 10

ST Giger: SH_ STga=wad: |
AT I & F: ST fcagswe: |

jayati SruticooDaarya: SrImAn adbhutacandramA: |

sakalA yatra hi kalA: nirmalA nityapushkalA: ||

Qum(m,6i:
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY VS:

This is a dhivya MangalLa vigraha dhyAna slOkam coming after the Previous
Phala Sruthi slOkam. This slOkam begins majestically with "jayati Srufi
cooDaarya". Sri VedAntha Desikan known also as trayyanta DeSikan is the
"Sruti cUDAryan". In a declarative statement, KumAra VaradAchArya says
that the Sarva tantra Svatantra VedAnta DeSikan is victorious in defeating
Paramatha Vaadhins and in establishing Bhagavath RaamAnuja darsanam for all
times to come. Next, KumAra Varadhar salutes his AchAryan as "SrImAn". The
Taniyan created by KumAra NayinArAcchAryar starts appropriately as:

haN ¢ o [ e RN [a)
$|'|12||F‘[ G SARH: hlddllshehshdl |

= C NN . ~
daledEHdAl H el dalgig

SrImARN venkaTanAthArya: kavitArkika kesarT |

vedAntAcAryavaryO me sannidhattAm sadAhrudi ||

VedAntAcArya Varya VenkaTanAthArya: is indeed SrImAn (filled with all
auspicious attfributes). He is sarva sampannan (tamimam sarva sampannam
AcAryam pitaram gurum -> BhAratam SabhA Parvam: 41.3). Here during the
time of Raajasooya Yaagam SahadEvan performs agra poojA for Lord KrishNa
with the words: "tamimam sarva sampannam AcAryam pitaram Gurum". For
KumAra VaradAcchAr, Swamy VedAnta Desikan was indeed that PitA, Guru and
AcAryan and as such sarva sampanna SrImAn.

Next KumAra VaradAcchAr salutes his AchAryan as "(SrimAn) adbhuta-
candramA:". He is a rare and wonderous Moon. What is unique about this
chandran? Besides cooling the Taapam of people like the regular Moon, this
special Moon chases away the Taapams of the SamsAris. Another aspect of the

adbhuta candramaA is that is described in the second pAdham of this concluding




slOkam "sakalA yatra hi kalA: nirmal A nityapushkal A:"

: The Moon that we know has blemishes and its kalAs wane during KrishNa
paksham. The KalAs that are associated with Swamy Desika are blemishless
: (nirmalA:) and are always full in the spirit of IsvAsya Upanishad: "PoorNasya
PoormAdAya PoorNamEvAavSishyatE". Swamy Desikan is saluted by KumAra
: VaradAcchAr here as ParipoorNan (nitya Pushkala hambi) and nirmalan. One can
i not but admire and emulate the AchArya Bhakthi of KumAra VaradAcchAr
expressed in his PrArthanAsh Takam.

adbhuta chandran!

buo updobopos
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o (e o\ c\\l

A I AR RS 4: |l
kavitArkikasimhAya kalyaaNaguNaSaaline |

SrImate venkaTeSaaya vedAntagurave nama: ||

W @wraursrEriwi Swrerw - SrT KumAravaradAcAriyA dhyAnam

[N a NN oSN

T ERRRE T TA: |
AT AT R fasraat o

vAdidvipaSirO bhanga pancAnana parAkrama: |

SrImAn venkaTanAthArya: ciram vijayatAm bhuvi ||
o haN N aN < . <
Il ST S aa RTRTIATERH HYurH ||
SrImad vedAntadeSika prArthanAshTakam sampoorNam
offerd fe HEEIRED
[HTAHEIGRIRY H:
SrImate nigamAntamahA deSikAya nama:

Swamy Desikan tiruvadigaLE SaraNam

dAsan, Villiambakkam Govindarajan
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